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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

An information providing method of provid/ng 
information to a user, characterized by comj^ising: 
the input step of inputting a code; 
the extraction step of searching a fi/tst database for 
first information corresponding to the/ input code and 
extracting the first information; 

the attachment step of, when A predetermined 
condition is satisfied, searching/a second database for 
second information, extracting tKe second information, and 
attaching the extracted seconcy information to the first 
information; and 

the step of outputtin^ the first information or the 
first information having/the second information. 
2. The method accord/ing to claim 1, characterized in 
that the input step comprises inputting the code through 
a terminal apparatu^s connected to a network. 
3.. The method a^ccording to claim 1, characterized by 
further comprisiy^g the printing step of printing the output 
information , 

4. The method according to claim 1, characterized in 
that the fii/st information contains information with which 
the user hamself /herself can expect contents or type of the 
first ii/f ormation . 

5. /The method according to claim 1, characterized in 
that/ the second information contains arbitrary 
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advertisement information. / 

6. The method according to claim 1, characte/ized in 
that the predetermined condition is a conditijon that 
attachment of the second information is perr)?(atted in 

5 addition to the first information correspcmding to the 
input code. / 

7. The method according to claim 1 , /characterized in 
that the predetermined condition is a condition that there 
is a margin for printing the second iryformation in addition 

10 to the first information. / 

8. The method according to cL^im 1, characterized in 
that the predetermined conditionr is a condition that a type 
of information registered by tbfe user in advance is detected 
in the attachment step as the second information . 

15 9, The method according^ to claim 1, characterized in 

that the first database scores a plurality of information 
extractable as the fir34: information each of which has a 
code, and the second /database stores a plurality of 
advertisement information extractable as the second 

20 information each c/f which has a code. 

10. The method/according to claim 1, characterized in 
that a pluralil/y of information provider servers each 
having the fi/st database and the second database, and a 
management /erver for systematically controlling said 

25 plurality yof information provider servers are connected 
through af network. 
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11. The method according to claim 10, characterized in 
that said information provider server is incJ/uded in said- 
management server , 

12. The method according to claim 10, cl^aracteri zed in 
5 that said management server has a first table which stores 

a relationship between a code of each firyst information and 
said information provider server storing the first 
information, and 

the extraction step comprises^ specifying said 

10 information provider server storing the first information 
by looking up the first table, searching the first database 
of said information provider server for the first 
information corresponding to the input code, and extracting 
the first information. 

15 13. The method according jto claim 10, characterized in 
that said management servey has a second table which stores 
a relationship between a /code of each second information 
and said information pryovider server storing the second 
information, and 

20 the attachment /step comprises, when the 

predetermined condition is satisfied, specifying said 
information provider server storing the second information 
by looking up the/ second table, searching the second 
database of said /nf ormation provider server for the second 

25 information, extracting the second information, and 

attaching the /extracted second information to the first 
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information. / 

14. The method according to claim 10, characterized by 
further comprising the first registration srtep of 
registering the first information in the mrst database. 

15. The method according to claim 14, czharacterized in 
that the first registration step comprised the storage step 
of storing the registered first information together with 
a code for identifying the registered first information. 

16. The method according to claim 15, characterized in 
that a server identifier for discriJriinating one information 
provider server from the remaining information provider 
servers is assigned in advance/ to each of said plurality 
of information provider servers, and 

the storage step comp/ises storing the registered 
first information in said /information provider server 
together with a code including the server identifier of said 
information provider s^mrer and an information identifier 
for discriminating the/registered first information from 
the remaining informaxion in said information provider 
server. / 

17. The method according to claim 14, characterized in 
that the first registration step comprises 

the image /nput step of inputting an original image, 
the step/of sending the input original image to the 
first database, and 

the step of giving a code to be attached to the 
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original image. / 

18. The method according to claim 14, characterized in 

that the first registration step comprises / 

the character information input step of inputting 
5 character information, / 

the step of sending the input chanracter information 
to the first database, and / 

the step of giving a code td be attached to the 
character information. / 
10 19. The method according to oaaim 14, characterized by 
further comprising the first Change step of changing the 
first information registere<a in the first database. 

20. The method according/to claim 14, characterized by 
further comprising the de/eting step of deleting the first 

15 information registered An the first database. 

21. The method accor/ding to claim 1, characterized by 
further comprising t>le second registration step of 
registering the seccmd information in the second database. 

22. The method afccording to claim 21, characterized in 
20 that the second /registration step comprises the storage 

step of storing^ the registered second information together 
with a code tor identifying the registered second 
inf ormat ior/. 

23. The/method according to claim 2, characterized in 
25 that saLa terminal apparatus stores terminal specification 

information associated with specifications of said 
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terminal apparatus in advance, / 

the input step comprises inputting the tyerminal 

specification information together with the c/ode, and 

the attachment step comprises determin/ng using the 

terminal specification information whethe^^ the 

predetermined condition is satisfied. / 

24. The method according to claim 1 ,/characteri zed by 
further comprising the third registr/tion step of 
registering in advance, in units ofl users, user profile 
information used to determine whe/her the predetermined 
condition is satisfied. / 

25. The method according to olaim 24, characterized in 
that the input step comprises inserting an identifier for 
identifying the user into th^ code and inputting the code 
containing the user identi/ier for identifying the user, 
and / 

the attachment st^ep comprises specifying a 
corresponding user profile, on the basis of the received user 
identifier, searchiri/g for the second information 
corresponding to th4 user profile, extracting the second 
information, and ^attaching the extracted second 
information to l/he first information. 

26 . A mail ex/cract ion method of extracting mail addressed 
to a user from a mail server, characterized by comprising: 
the step of sending an input user identifier to said 
mail serverr; 



the extraction step of extracting mail selected by 
the user from said mail server; / 

the determination step of determining whe/her 
another information corresponding to the user^ is to be 
searched for and extracted; / 

the attachment step of, upon detewiining that the 
another information corresponding to fe4ie user is to be 
extracted, extracting the another ir/formation and 
attaching the information to the rp^ail; 

the step of outputting the/mail having the another 
information; and / 

the printing step of p/inting the output mail. 

27. The method according/to claim 26, characterized by 
further comprising the de/eting step of, when printing is 
ended in the printing st4p, deleting the printed mail from 
said mail server. / 

28. The method ac/ording to claim 26, characterized by 
further comprisirLg the input step of inputting the user 
identifier. / 

29- An info/mation providing system for providing 
information/to a user, characterized by comprising: 
input means for inputting a code; 

e>ctraction means for searching a first database for 
first/information corresponding to the input code and 
extjcacting the first information; 
/ attachment means for, when a predetermined condition 
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is satisfied, searching a second database for /second 
information, extracting the second information, and 
attaching the extracted second information/to the first 
information; and / 

output means for outputting the f i^t information or 
the first information having the seccmd information. 

30. The system according to claim/29, characterized in 
that said system has a terminal apparatus connected to a 
network, and said input means i/puts the code from said 
terminal apparatus through a nfetwork, 

31. The system according ta claim 29, characterized in 
that said system has a term/nal apparatus connected to a 
network, and said terminal apparatus comprises printing 
means for printing the cmtput information. 

32. The system accorczling to claim 29, characterized in 
that the first information contains information with which 
the user himself /heyfeelf can expect contents or type of the 
first information/ 

33. The system/ according to claim 29, characterized in 
that the seconca information contains arbitrary 
advertisement/ information. 

34. The system according to claim 29, characterized in 
that the predetermined condition is a condition that 
attachmenft of the second information is permitted in 
additio/ to the first information corresponding to the 
input ycode. 
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35. The system according to claim 27, charaycterized in 
that the predetermined condition is a conditix>n that there 
is a margin for printing the second informayCion in addition 
to the first information. / 
5 36. The system according to claim 2^, characterized in 
that the predetermined condition is / condition that a type 
of information registered by the us/r in advance is detected 
by said attachment means as the^ second information. 
37. The system according to/fclaim 29, characterized in 

10 that the first database storefs a plurality of information 
extractable as the first i/f ormation each of which has a 
code, and the second database stores a plurality of 
advertisement information extractable as the second 
information each of which has a code. 

15 38. The system accc/rding to claim 29, characterized in 
that a plurality of/ information provider servers each 
having the first database and the second database, and a 
management serve/ for systematically controlling said 
plurality of iryformation provider servers are connected 

20 through a netWork. 

39. The system according to claim 38, characterized in 
that said information provider server is included in said 
management/ server . 

40. ThGT system according to claim 38, characterized in 
25 that sai/d management server has a first table which stores 

a relattionship between a code of each first information and 
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said information provider server storing the fLrst 
information, and / 

said extraction means specifies said/information 
provider server storing the first informa/tion by looking 
up the first table, searches the first/database of said 
information provider server for the /irst information 
corresponding to the input code, acfci extracts the first 
information. / 

41. The system according to cVaim 38, characterized in 
that said management server has/a second table which stores 
a relationship between a cocLe of each second information 
and said information provijfler server storing the second 
information, and / 

said attachment means specifies, when the 
predetermined conditiorn is satisfied, said information 
provider server stori/ng the second information by looking 
up the second table/ searches the second database of said 
information proviider server for the second information, 
extracts the second information, and attaches the extracted 
second information to the first information. 

42. The sys/em according to claim 38, characterized by 
further comc/rising first registration means for 
registerinig the first information in the first database. 

43. The/system according to claim 42, characterized in 
that saya first registration means comprises storage means 
for stcDring the registered first information together with 
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a code for identifying the registered first inf ormiat ion . 
44, The system according to claim 43, characfeferized in 
that a server identifier for discriminating one/information 
provider server from the remaining information provider 
5 servers is assigned in advance to each said plurality 
of information provider servers, and 

said storage means stores the /Registered first 
information in said information prorvider server together 
with a code including the server/ identifier of said 
10 information provider server andAn information identifier 
for discriminating the registefred first information from 
the remaining information ir/ said information provider 
server , 

45- The system accordin'^ to claim 42, characterized in 
15 that said first registration means comprises 

image input meaj/s for inputting an original image, 
means for sen^/ing the input original image to the 
first database, ai 

code giving means for giving a code to be attached 
20 to the original/ image . 

46. The syst/em according to claim 45, characterized in 
that said s^tem comprises a terminal apparatus having a 
scanner, avid said information provider server having the 
first database, which are connected through a network, 
25 said image input means comprises said scanner, and 

/said information provider server has said code giving 
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means . 

47. The system according to claim 42, characterized in 
that said first registration means compriBes 

character information input meanar for inputting 
character information, 

means for sending the input ch^acter information to 
the first database, and 

code giving means for givi/ig a code to be attached 
to the character information. 

48. The system according tcV claim 47, characterized in 
that said system comprises A terminal, apparatus having 
external storage means, and said information provider 
server having the firs t /database , which are connected 
through a network, 

said character /information input means inputs the 
character information from a storage medium supplied to 
said external storage means, and 

said inf orriiation provider server has said code giving 

means . 

49. The system according to claim 42, characterized by 
further comprising first change means for changing the 
first information registered in the first database. 

50. ^he system according to claim 42, characterized by 
further comprising deleting means for deleting the first 
information registered in the first database. 
51/ The system according to claim 29, characterized by 
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further comprising second registration means for 
registering the second information in the seconol database . 

52. The system according to claim 51, characterized in 
that said second registration means comprised storage means 
for storing the registered second information together with 
a code for identifying the registered second information. 

53. The system according to claim , characterized in 
that said terminal apparatus stores /erminal specification 
information associated with spec/f icat ions of said 
terminal apparatus in advance, / 

said input means inputs /the terminal specification 
information together with thyfe code, and 

said attachment means/determines using the terminal 
specification information/whether the predetermined 
condition is satisfied. / 

54. The system accoraring to claim 29, characterized by 
further comprising thard registration means for 
registering in advance, in units of users, user profile 
information used l/o determine whether the predetermined 
condition is satasfied, 

55. The syst/m according to claim 54, characterized in 
that said inpi/t means inserts an identifier for identifying 
the user iry:o the code and inputs the code containing the 
user iden/tifier for identifying the user, and 

Syaid attachment means specifies a corresponding user 
profi/e on the basis of the received user identifier. 
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searches for the second information correspondi/ig to the 
user profile, extracts the second information, a/fid attaches 
the extracted second information to the first/information. 

56. A mail extraction system for extrac/ting mail 

5 addressed to a user from a mail server, ^characterized by 
comprising : 

means for sending an input use^ identifier to said 
mail servers- 
means for extracting mail selected by the user from 
10 said mail servers- 
determination means for ofetermining whether another 
information corresponding to/che user is to be searched for 
and extracted; 

attachment means fc/r, upon determining that the 
15 another information corif esponding to the user is to be 
extracted, extracting yche another information and 
attaching the informartion to the mail; 

output means tor outputting the mail having the 
another information; and 
20 printing m6ans for printing the output mail. 

57. The syste^n according to claim 56, characterized by 
further comprising deleting means for, when printing is 
ended by sa icd print ing means, deleting the printed mail from 
said mail /server. 

25 58. Thef system according to claim 57, characterized by 
further/comprising input means for inputting the user 
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59. A terminal at 
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:atus compj:::iH3^irrrg'said scanner of claim 
)f claim 30, and said printing means 



claim 31 

A computer-readable storage medium which stores 
frmation providing program for providing informatijm to 
a user, characterized by comprising: 

the input step of inputting a code; 
the extraction step of searching a first /database for 
first information corresponding to the irjput code and 
extracting the first information; 

the attachment step of, when a /predetermined 
condition is satisfied, searching d second database for 
second information, extracting thef second information, and 
attaching the extracted seconcy information to the first 
information; and 

the step of outputtir/g the first information or the 
first information having^ the second information, 

61. The medium accoySing to claim 60, characterized in 
that the input step /comprises inputting the code through 
a terminal apparatus connected to a network. 

62. The medium according to claim 60, characterized by 
further comprising the printing step of printing the output 
information . 

63. T^e medium according to claim 60, characterized in 
that >tl^^ first information contains information with which 
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the user himsel f /herself can expect contents or type of th^ 
first information , 

64. The medium according to claim 60, characteri^d in 
that the second information contains arbitrary 

5 advertisement information . 

65. The medium according to claim 60, characterized in 
that the predetermined condition is a condition that 
attachment of the second information is/ permitted in 
addition to the first information coi^responding to the 

10 input code . 

66. The medium according to claiAi 62, characterized in 
that the predetermined condition/is a condition that there 
is a margin for printing the second information in addition 
to the first information . 

15 67. The medium according to claim 60, characterized in 
that the predetermined pondition is a condition that a type 
information registerstl by the user in advance is detected 
in the attachment ^tep as the second information. 
68. The medium/according to claim 60, characterized in 
20 that the firs t /database is caused to store a plurality of 
information jextractable as the first information each of 
which has a/code, and the second database is caused to store 
a plural/ty of advertisement information extractable as the 
seconcy information each of which has a code 
25 69. / The medium according to claim 60, characterized in 
th^t said program is applied in a plurality of information 
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provider servers each having the first database ana the 
second database, and a management server for systematically 
controlling said plurality of information provider/servers, 
which are connected through a network. / 
5 70. The medium according to claim 69, characterized in 
that said information provider server is i/icluded in said 
management server. / 

71, The medium according to claim 6% characterized in 
that said management server has a fir^t table which stores 

10 a relationship between a code of eacbf first information and 
said information provider server/storing the first 
information, and / 

the extraction step comprises specifying said 
information provider server /storing the first information 

15 by looking up the first tab/e, searching the first database 
of said information provider server for the first 
information correspond/ng to the input code, and extracting 
the first informatics. 

72. The medium acrcording to claim 69, characterized in 
20 that said managemo^nt server has a second table which stores 

a relationship ybetween a code of each second information 
and said information provider server storing the second 
information/; and 



25 predetermined condition is satisfied, specifying said 

information provider server storing the second information 



the/attachment step comprises. 



when the 
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by looking up the second table, searching the secpnd 
database of said information provider server for tne second 
information, extracting the second inf ormatiizm, and 
attaching the extracted second inf ormation/to the first 
5 information. / 

73. The medium according to claim 69 ^ characterized by 
further comprising the first registration step of 
registering the first information i/ the first database, 
□l 74. The medium according to clairn 13, characterized in 

iJl 10 that the first registration step comprises the storage step 

^J. of storing the registered first/information together with 

^ code for identifying the registered first information. 
75. The medium according yco claim 74, characterized in 
that a server identifier fo/r discriminating one information 
15 provider server from th/e remaining information provider 
3 servers is assigned icf advance to each of said plurality 

of information prov/der servers, and 

the storage ystep comprises storing the registered 
first information in said information provider server 
20 together with a/ode including the server identifier of said 
information p/ovider server and an information identifier 
for discrim/nating the registered first information from 
the remaij/ing information in said information provider 
server . / 

25 76. The. medium according to claim 73, characterized in 
that/the first registration step comprises 



- 139 - 



• 



the image input step of inputting an original iinage, 
the step of sending the input original image/to the 
first database, and / 

the step of giving a code to be attached to the 
5 original image. / 

77. The medium according to claim 73, characterized in 
that the first registration step compris/es 

the character information input astep of inputting 
character information, / 
10 the step of sending the input onaracter information 

to the first database, and / 

the step of giving a code j.o be attached to the 
character information. / 

78. The medium according to /claim 73, characterized by 
15 further comprising the first/ change step of changing the 

first information register/ed in the first database. 

79. The medium accordir/g to claim 73, characterized by 
further comprising the deleting step of deleting the first 
information registered in the first database. 

20 80. The medium ac/ording to claim 60, characterized by 
further comprisirm the second registration step of 
registering the ysecond information in the second database. 
81. The medjmm according to claim 80, characterized in 
that the sea^ond registration step comprises the storage 

25 step of stonring the registered second information together 
""^^^^^^^ with ^<±e^ for identifying the registered second 
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information. / 

82. The medium according to claim 61, charactyeri zed in 
that said terminal apparatus stores terminal specification 
information associated with specif icationar of said 
terminal apparatus in advance, / 

the input step comprises inputtiing the terminal 
specification information together /ith the code, and 

the attachment step comprise/ determining using the 
terminal specification inf ormat i/on whether the 
predetermined condition is satisfied. 

83. The medium according tc/ claim 60, characterized by 
further comprising the thiyd registration step of 
registering in advance, units of users, user profile 
information used to det^ermine whether the predetermined 
condition is satisfiecy. 

84. The medium accc/rding to claim 83, characterized in 
that the input step yfcomprises inserting an identifier for 
identifying the us4r into the code and inputting the code 
containing the u/ser identifier for identifying the user, 
and / 

the at/achment step comprises specifying a 
correspond/ng user profile on the basis of the received user 
identifierr, searching for the second information 
corresponding to the user profile, extracting the second 
information, and attaching the extracted second 
information to the first information. 
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85. A computer-readable storage medium which st/res a 
mail extraction program for extracting mail addressed to 
a user from a mail server, characterized by ctzHnprising : 

the step of sending an input user ident4/fier to said 
5 mail server; 

the extraction step of extracting n/ail selected by 
the user from said mail server; 

the determination step of deterAiining whether 
another information corresponding tp the user is to be 
10 searched for and extracted; 

the a.ttachment step of, upi6n determining that the 
another information correspond/ng to the user is to be 
extracted, extracting the anoxher information and 
attaching the information tyo the mail; 
15 the step of outputt^ng the mail having the another 

information; and 

the printing stexS of controlling to print the output 

mail - 

86. The medium according to claim 85, characterized by 
20 further comprisLng the deleting step of, when printing is 

ended in the pmnting step, deleting the printed mail from 
said mail server. 

87. The rnedium according to claim 85, characterized by 
further Comprising the input step of inputting the user 

25 identifier, 




